lonophores, such as salinomycin (SL) and monensin, have been shown to alter favourably ruminal fermentation characteristics and metabolism (Bergen and Bates, 1984, J Anim Sci, 58, 1465-1483 Schelling, 1984, J Anim Sci, 58, 1518-1527 394, 256 and 221 ; 251, 194 and 330 ; 357, 109 and 118 pmol/g microbial N by B, P and BP, respectively, in S+H. Phe and Tyr production were increased, but PAA production was inhibited by SL in B, P and BP. On the other hand, Phe and PAA production were stimulated by 5-13 % and 16-25 %, respectively, but Tyr production was inhibited (11-19 %) by B 6 in B, P and BP during 12 h incubation.
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